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Having the honor to perform as an 
essential service provider in 2020, the 
PBC continued to operate and bring 
our projects to substantial completion. 
By remaining true to our vision, we 
have developed projects that inspire 
and support the goals of those who 
live, work and visit Chicago.

Our 2020 projects helped to create 
jobs, and revitalize and reshape our 
communities, benefitting all of us.
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Designing and constructing a public facility is a complex and detailed process. Since 
1956, the Public Building Commission of Chicago (PBC) has been committed to this task 
and has developed cutting edge environmentally responsible facilities that provides 
public services, safely and effectively.

This requires an integrated, holistic design and construction approach in which the 
PBC, the client, the design team, users, and the construction team collaborate fully 
and communicate effectively. Through these collaborative partnerships in 2020, the 
PBC successfully constructed or renovated 17 projects that represents $308 million in 
investment across the city. 

We are pleased to report that from these projects more than 6,367 people earned over 
$60.5 million with Minority Business Enterprises and Women Business Enterprises 
earning more than $99.7 million.

We are equally proud to have completed a $2 million citywide energy efficiency project 
on behalf of the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District while remaining virtually 
engaged with a variety of constituents. We have hosted a variety of conversations on 
ways to better improve our processes and provided those seeking a way to enter or 
further their development in the construction industry with opportunities to learn how 
to do business with the PBC.

As the PBC marks the close of another year, we are pleased to know that we are moving 
in the right direction and will continue to improve upon our track record of delivering 
valuable public amenities in a way that illustrates excellent stewardship of the public 
funds.

On behalf of our clients, it is with great pride that the PBC present our 2020 efforts 
in this Year in Review. We look forward to continuing to provide remarkable public 
facilities that help build and strengthen Chicago’s communities.

Sincerely

CES

A Message From  
The Executive Director

A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR A MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Carina E. Sánchez
Executive Director | PBC
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Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot
Chairman

PBC Board of Commissioners

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

The Public Building Commission of Chicago is an independent agency formed in 1956 to 

oversee the construction and renovation of municipal buildings, facilities, and infrastructure. 

The PBC can manage every aspect of project development, from land acquisition through 

planning, design, and construction.

Mayor Lori E. Lightfoot serves as Chairman of the Board of Commissioners. Of the current 

nine Commissioners, one each is appointed by the Chicago Board of Education, the Chicago 

Park District, the Cook County Board of Commissioners, the Forest Preserve District of Cook 

County and the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago.

The Chairman, with the advice and consent of the City Council, appoints the remaining five 

members who represent labor, commerce, clergy and the community. Board members are 

appointed for a five-year term or until a successor is named.

Toni Preckwinkle
Cook County

Rev. David Todd Whittley
City of Chicago

Arnold Randall
Cook County Forest Preserves 

Samuel Wm. Sax
City of Chicago

Olga Camargo
City of Chicago

José G. Maldonado, Jr.
City of Chicago

James F. Ellis, Jr.
City of Chicago

Mariyana T. Spyropoulos
Metropolitan Water  
Reclamation District

Lucino Sotelo
Board of Education

Avis LaVelle
Chicago Park District

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
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Outreach & Engagement

In 2020 the PBC: 
Continued the distribution of our quarterly external 
newsletter – Constructive News You Can Use. The 
publication is electronically distributed to clients, 
elected officials and stakeholders, alerting them to 
PBC’s current and upcoming activities/opportunities

Led and participated in more than 20 pre-submission 
conferences and contractor workshops to offer in-depth 
information on what potential contractors should 
expect through the bidding, contracting and reporting 
process.

Virtually attended professional service and general 
contracting membership meetings to update the 
organizations on PBC initiatives, have genuine 
conversation and examine ways to better improve 
processes.

Our world has dramatically changed in a year. During these unprecedented times, 

the PBC continues to provide favorable circumstances where small businesses, 

Minority Business Enterprise and Women Business Enterprise (MBE/WBE) and their 

leaders can gain valuable work experience that can make them more effective and 

sustainable.

Through virtual business outreach events, networking sessions, assist agencies, 

etc., the PBC continues to offer individuals the opportunity to learn about the 

submittal process and future PBC projects prior to prequalification and bid events. 

These efforts provide general/prime contractors and subcontractors or joint 

venture partners an opportunity to meet while promoting business opportunities. 

In addition, it ensures that the talent pool for all those who complete the actual 

design and construction of PBC projects reflect the diversity in the contracting and 

professional service industry.

CAPACITY BUILDING OUTREACH &  ENGAGEMENT

Several factors are essential to creating any successful public space. One key factor begins with 

acknowledging the community where the project will be performed.

The PBC is committed to being a good neighbor and helping build safe and sustainable 

public facilities. The PBC believes that effective communication with stakeholders allows our 

organization to notice, inform and include the public while using the feedback received to develop 

stronger relationships and build better public facilities.

Capacity Building
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Projects completed in 2020 
total $99,707,773 as paid to date. 
These projects have achieved 
29.91% or $79,177,521 MBE 
participation and 7.76% or 
$20,530,251 WBE participation.

In addition to project-level professional services, 
the PBC also tracks compliance on program-
wide professional administrative services. These 
professional services are not project-specific and 
include, but not limited to, financial services, 
information technology, insurance broker 
services, legal services, office management, 
payroll, staffing and property management. At 
year’s end, of the more than $12.6 million paid 
to date on professional administrative services 
contract, a combined total of 48.27% MBE/
WBE participation was achieved in 2020. MBE 
participation was comprised of 37.71% or $4.7 
million and WBE participation was comprised of 
10.56% or $1.3 million.

MBE & WBE BUSINESS ENTERPRISES

Minority and Women 
Business Enterprises  
The PBC values the role of women and 
minority business enterprises in construction. 
The PBC understands that women and 
minority business enterprises can provide 
high quality services, new ideas, new 
approaches and new accomplishments that 
benefit the industry as a whole.

In 2020, the PBC maintained a very high level 
of women- and minority-owned business 
participation on our construction projects. 
As women- and minority-owned businesses 
become more common in construction, the 
PBC seeks to contribute towards their growth.

MBE & WBE BUSINESS ENTERPRISES
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Cost Effective 
Project Development 

Economic  
Sustainability/Job Creation

COST EFFECTIVE PROJECT DEVELOPMENT ECONOMIC SUSTAINABILITY/  JOB CREATION

The PBC continues to reinforce their commitment to 

inclusivity that help attract more diverse talent to all levels 

of construction. The PBC construction contracts include 

goals and requirements intended to promote a diverse local 

workforce on projects. These provisions help our partners 

increasingly recognize the value of diversity and inclusion 

in the building trades while encouraging and supporting 

the use of minority and female journeyworkers, apprentices 

and laborers.

In 2020, 6,367 people 
have earned more 
than $60.5 million 
working on PBC 
projects. 

The PBC is committed to identifying process 
improvements to effectively deliver cost 
efficient and quality projects on behalf of our 
clients. Everything from our new construction 
project management software that supports 
collaboration and visibility for all PBC’s 
stakeholders to instituting performance 
management techniques that maximize 
output, the PBC continues to improve upon our 
robust processes to reaffirm our attentiveness 
to creating an even stronger system.

The 17 projects completed 
by the PBC in 2020 represent 
$308 million in investment 
across the city.  
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PUBLIC
SCHOOLS 
The PBC is grateful for the wonderful team members who 
have stepped up to support our agency and each other as 
we continue to construct or renovate modern cutting-edge 
facilities where students can network, study or learn.

PBC has completed 14 Chicago Public School projects 
including high school renovation projects on Chicago’s 
southside; elementary school renovation projects and the 
construction of essential annexes, along with their pertinent 
renovation work.

Once students are able to safely attend class again, they 
will be afforded an opportunity for a first-rate educational 
environment in facilities that are structured to enhance the 
learning experience.
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RENOVATION  
WORK
The PBC completed renovation work for three South Side High Schools at Corliss, 
Kenwood Academy and Washington. While the scope of each project varied, each 
project aimed to enhance the quality of life of each student by providing safe, inviting 
facilities that prioritize the needs of our future leaders.

KENWOOD ACADEMY  
HIGH SCHOOL RENOVATIONS

CORLISS HIGH SCHOOL 
RENOVATIONS

WASHINGTON HIGH SCHOOL  
RENOVATIONS

821 E. 103rd Street | Ward 9
Architect of Record: Harding Mode Joint Venture
Construction Manager at Risk: F.H. Paschen, SN Nielsen

The project replaced selected roof sections and targeted repairs to the remaining 
roofs while replacing existing rooftop mechanical equipment. Additional exterior 
work included targeted masonry tuck pointing and façade repairs. Limited 
interior improvements were completed to repair water infiltration damage.

5015 S. Blackstone Ave. | Ward 4
Architect of Record: Milhouse Engineering and Construction
Construction Manager at Risk: Gilbane Building Company

The project upgraded the mechanical, plumbing and ventilation systems which 
included boiler and absorption chillers. Additional work included targeted roof 
patching, repair and replacement. Interior work included new corridor ceiling and 
lighting as well as renovated locker rooms.

3535 E. 114th Street. | Ward 10
Architect of Record: Wallin Gomez Architects
Construction Manager at Risk: Ujamaa Construction, Inc.

The PBC performed designated roof replacements and repair work, along with the 
replacement of expired rooftop equipment. Exterior façade improvements were 
made as well as reducing the chimney stack. The gym received new lighting, new 
wall padding and floor refinishing while the auditorium received ADA improvements.
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ADDRESS: 2828 N. OAK PARK AVE. WARD: 36
ARCHITECT: RADA ARCHITECTS  
CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK:  BERGLUND CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

LOCKE ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL RENOVATIONS

Renovation work at Locke Elementary School was for a full roof 
replacement and structural repairs. During the comprehensive 
replacement of the roof, the PBC and its structural engineer partner 
identified extensive concrete deterioration following the removal of 
masonry. The PBC ensured all imminent safety concerns, protocols 
and correct measures were taken to guarantee the safety of all 
students prior to the completion of the project.

In addition, the project entailed raising parapets throughout, 
modifying window openings as needed, targeted masonry repairs 
including a chimney stack with a new liner.

Interior improvements addressed water damage to the ceiling and 
walls as well as the gym receiving new ceiling tiles, lighting and 
refinished flooring with striping and logo.
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CHARLES A. PROSSER  
CAREER ACADEMY 
RENOVATIONS
ADDRESS: 2148 N. LONG AVE.  WARD: 36
ARCHITECT: TILTON KELLY BELL ARCHITECTS
CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK: BULLEY & ANDREWS   

RICKOVER HIGH SCHOOL 
EDUCATION PROGRAM 
RENOVATIONS
ADDRESS: 5700 W. BERTEAU AVE WARD: 38
ARCHITECT: GLOBETROTTER ENGINEERING
CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK: HENRY BROS. COMPANY 

The purpose of this project is to renovate and convert a private high school 
into Rickover Military High School program. Exterior work included targeted 
roof repairs and restoration of the building envelope as well as select window 
and A/C replacement. MEP and fire alarm systems were upgraded and energy-
efficient lighting installed. Interior improvements are in the gymnasium, locker 
rooms, science lab, art room, and theatre, as well as ADA upgrades throughout 
the building. Site improvements include parking lot repairs, ADA accessibility 
upgrades and building signage installation.

The work at Prosser Career Academy includes a newly renovated CTE (Career 
& Technical Education) for students who are interested in pursuing a career in 
the building trades. Prosser’s CTE wing, which houses programs such as auto 
mechanics, culinary arts, graphic arts, HVAC, carpentry and a machine shop, 
received renovation to the water filtration, interior finish updates, and IT, fire 
protection, and mechanical systems upgrades. The roof and building envelope 
were repaired as needed. Programming improvements include a culinary 
arts lab, a low voltage/solar lab, digital media labs, a fabrication lab, and a 
computer classroom with offices and conference room. The project is also 
included site improvements such as parking lot upgrades, landscaping and ADA 
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GWENDOLYN BROOKS 
COLLEGE PREPARATORY 
ACADEMY HIGH SCHOOL 
ATHLETIC AMENITIES

ADDRESS: 250 E. 111TH STREET  WARD: 9
ARCHITECT: BROOK ARCHITECTURE + SMNG-A LTD ARCHITECTS
CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK: BOWA GROUP INC.  

Brooks College Preparatory Academy High School Athletic Amenities’ project 
encompassed various site scope elements to the school’s athletic fields including 
the turf football/soccer field, field event area and baseball/softball fields.

The site improvements to the turf football/soccer field include new elevated 
2,200 seat grandstand bleacher with accessibility access. Other improvements 
include poles for a sports lighting system to service the field and running track 
with lighting controls at the new press box with scorer’s area.

The site improvements to the baseball/softball fields include adequate site 
drainage within the baseball field and adjacent football field. Work also included 
enlarging the field with an outfield fencing, adding a red gravel outfield warning 
tracks, relocating existing bleachers from the football field to the baseball field 
area, improved spectator viewing along with improvements to the batting cage, 
restrooms, storage, concessions, press boxes, existing dugouts, ball stop netting 
system along the parking lot, new irrigation system and new water storage. 
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DECATUR CLASSICAL 
SCHOOL ANNEX AND 
RENOVATIONS
ADDRESS: 7030 N. SACRAMENTO AVE. WARD: 50
ARCHITECT: MULLER 2 ARCHITECTS
CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK: BERGLUND CONSTRUCTION CO  

The Decatur Classical Elementary School Annex and renovation project 
included a new 18,700 sq. ft., one story annex connected to an existing one-
story school building. The annex will increase the capacity as well as expand 
Decatur’s educational program to include 7th and 8th grade.

The annex includes library/media center, dual purpose gymnasium for 
athletics and dining with a divider curtain, hybrid kitchen and server, science 
room, standard classrooms, administrative offices and faculty workroom. 
The project also included site improvements for a new parking lot, loading 
area, stormwater management infrastructure, landscaping, a new outdoor 
playground and one directional dedicated service drive.

Work within the existing school building included the conversion of the library 
into a dance room, converting the science room into a classroom, converting 
existing multi-purpose room to a music room and adjoining storage.
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ADDRESS: 8601 W. FOSTER WARD: 41
ARCHITECT: STUDIO ARQ, LLC (MBE) + SMNGA LTD.
CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK: F.H. PASCHEN/BOWA GROUP INC. JV

The three-story annex joined to the existing one-story Dirksen 
Elementary School via a newly constructed mezzanine, will double 
student capacity as well as eliminate two, four classroom modular 
units. Work within the existing school building included the 
conversion of the existing kitchen to a teacher’s lounge, severy into an 
office, along with the transformation of two kindergarten rooms into a 
drama and music classroom.

The new 66,000, square foot annex doubles student capacity and 
includes special needs classrooms, Pre-K & Kindergarten classrooms, 
science classroom, computer classrooms, 18 standard classrooms, 
administrative offices, a new library/media center, new student 
dining/multipurpose room, hybrid kitchen and severy and an elevator 
for accessibility with building support spaces.

The project also included site improvements for a new parking lot 
with a fire lane access drive, loading area landscaping and stormwater 
management infrastructure.

DIRKSEN ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL ANNEX AND 
RENOVATIONS
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ADDRESS: 8801 S. INDIANA AVENUE WARD: 9
ARCHITECT: MOODY NOLAN (MBE) + JOHNSON & LEE, LTD. (MBE) 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK: F.H. PASCHEN/BOWA GROUP INC. JV

McDade Classical Elementary School added a new 9,700 sq. ft. 
gymnasium/multi-purpose room facility with classrooms to an existing 
one-story school building. The school now has the capacity to expand 
programming to include 7th and 8th grade while needed renovations to 
key areas of the existing school has improved the learning environment 
for all students.

The new annex includes a new gymnasium/multi-purpose room with 
an office and storage, science classroom with storage, teacher’s lounge 
and general building storage. Work within the existing school building 
included renovating eight classrooms, computer classroom, kindergarten 
classroom, library along with renovation of the existing corridors. There 
was also conversions of one classroom into an art room with kiln, gym/
multipurpose into a cafeteria/multipurpose room, gym/book storage with 
partial library space into a new hybrid kitchen.

Site improvements include stormwater management infrastructure 
and landscaping, a new playground area, new bicycle racks along with 
reconfiguration of the walking path and its landscaping.

MCDADE CLASSICAL SCHOOL  
ANNEX AND RENOVATIONS
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ADDRESS: 5051 N. KENNETH AVE WARD: 39
ARCHITECT: BAUER LATOZA STUDIO, LTD (MBE)
CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK: Blinderman/All Masonry JV 

PALMER ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL ANNEX AND 
RENOVATIONS

Palmer Elementary School annex and renovation project eliminated an 
existing eight classroom modular unit and created a new 35,000 sq ft. 
two story annex to accompany an existing two-story building. The legacy 
building’s renovations featured the conversion of the existing kitchen and 
lunchroom into two typical classrooms, converting the art classroom into 
a typical classroom and renovating the computer lab to provide added 
power/data infrastructure.

The new annex includes special needs classrooms for three age groups, 
computer classroom, art classroom with storage and kiln, dance classroom, 
seven standard classrooms, administrative offices, a new library/media 
center, new student dining/multi-purpose room with table storage, hybrid 
kitchen and severy, utility rooms and an elevator for accessibility with 
building support spaces.

Site improvements include a new parking lot, loading area, stormwater 
management infrastructure, landscaping new green space and outdoor 
playground.
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ADDRESS: 10538 S. LANGLEY AVE. WARD: 9
ARCHITECT: MOODY NOLAN (MBE) + ONYX ARCHITECTURE (MBE) 
CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK: BERGLUND CONSTRUCTION CO.

Edgar Allan Poe Classical School is a K-6 school on the South Side 
of Chicago in the historic North Pullman community. The diverse 
population of academically talented students will return to a 19,000 sq 
ft four story annex that will include a new gymnasium/multipurpose 
room, a new student dining/multipurpose room, hybrid kitchen and 
severy, and utility rooms with building support spaces. The new annex 
is intended to increase capacity as well as expand the program to 
include 7th and 8th grade.

The existing elevator currently serving for ADA accessibility to the 
existing school building will remain and also serve the new annex 
at the link. Work within the existing school building will include 
renovations of the music room, locker/break room and conversion of 
the former kitchen into a faculty lounge, storage into the piano lab/
storage, library/computer room into the media room, gymnasium into 
two classrooms and a standard classroom into an art/science room.

The project also provided new stormwater management infrastructure 
for the new building by modifying the existing turf field.

POE CLASSICAL SCHOOL  
ANNEX AND RENOVATIONS
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ADDRESS: 7345 N. WASHTENAW WARD: 50
ARCHITECT: URBAN WORKS, LTD (MBE/WBE)
CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK: HENRY BROTHERS CO. 

ROGERS ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL ANNEX AND 
RENOVATIONS

Named after one of the earliest settlers in Chicago’s West Ridge 
neighborhood of Rogers Park, Rogers Elementary School’s 30,000 
sq. ft. two-story annex includes music, art, two science and six 
standard classrooms along with administrative offices, new student 
dining/multipurpose room, hybrid kitchen and severy, utility rooms 
and an elevator for accessibility with building support spaces.

Work within the existing school building included the conversion of 
the kitchen into an office/pull-out space and gym storage space.

The project also features site improvements including, but 
not limited to, a new parking lot, stormwater management 
infrastructure, landscaping and a new outdoor playground.
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ADDRESS: 4540 N. CAMPBELL AVENUE WARD: 47
ARCHITECT:  BAILEY EDWARD DESIGN, INC. AND DOYLE & ASSOCIATES
CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK: GILBANE BUILDING COMPANY

Waters Elementary School new 31,000 sq. ft three-story annex include 
music, art, three special needs and six standard classrooms. The annex 
also features a new library/media center, new student dining/multi-
purpose room with table storage, hybrid kitchen and severy, utility 
rooms and an elevator for accessibility with building support spaces.

Work with the existing school building included renovating the existing 
kitchen into a teacher’s lounge, storage , administrative offices and 
restrooms.

The project also features site improvements including, but not limited 
to, stormwater management infrastructure, landscaping, a new 
outdoor playground and outdoor nature play area.

WATERS ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL ANNEX AND 
RENOVATIONS
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PUBLIC
LIBRARY
As a portal to knowledge and culture, libraries play 
a fundamental role in our society. The resources and 
services they offer create opportunities for learning, 
support literacy and education, and help shape the new 
ideas and perspectives.

The PBC was happy to complete renovations and 
modernization of two Chicago Public Libraries in 2020.
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ADDRESS: 115 S. PULASKI ROAD WARD: 28
ARCHITECT: RATIO ARCHITECTS
GENERAL CONTRACTOR: F.H. PASCHEN, S.N. NIELSEN & ASSOCIATES

The PBC, along with our partners, transformed Legler Regional Library 
with critical renovations, important technological upgrades and 
improved infrastructure for program enhancements. The goal for the 
development was to design and create a welcoming and flexible space 
that provide access to library services for residents of all ages while 
responding to the current and evolving needs of patrons.

The new and improved 36,000-square-foot library now accommodates 
larger collections and features state-of-the-art technology, new 
community and study rooms, and accessibility improvements.

The PBC was able to do this without completely tearing down and 
rebuilding the facility. Due to a high-quality original design, we were 
able to make repairs to the building’s interior by reconfiguring the 
existing floor plan and repurposing underutilized spaces. The PBC 
also upgraded the mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems and 
installed new furniture and equipment. In addition, the PBC worked 
with a series of preservationist to reinstall Kerry James Marshall’s 
monumental painting “Knowledge and Wonder.” 

The project employed Chicago residents that include 20 community 
residents. Additionally, the project employed minority and female 
journeyworkers, apprentices, and laborers. The Legler Regional 
Library modernization and renovation project presented the PBC the 
opportunity to develop a striking architectural, community specific 
design to serve as a hub for the Garfield Park community.

LEGLER REGIONAL  
LIBRARY RENOVATIONS
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ADDRESS: 644 W. BELMONT WARD: 44
ARCHITECT: ROSS BARNEY ARCHITECTS 
GENERAL CONTRACTOR: THE GEORGE SOLLITT CONSTRUCTION COMPANY

MERLO BRANCH LIBRARY 
RENOVATION AND 
MODERNIZATION

The renovated, two-story Merlo Branch Library will continue to offer traditional 
library services to the community but will also now provide all the flexible 
spaces and services featured in 21st century libraries. The branch will serve the 
neighborhood with a large community space, a dynamic children’s area with a new 
Maker Lab, and an Early Learning Play Space, as well as a large enclosed YOUmedia 
area for teens, and an adult area with computers and reading space.

The renovation project also featured energy-efficient upgrades to the interior 
and exterior of the building. Refurbishments also expanded ADA accessibility 
throughout the building and updated the façade of the library to a modern look 
that allows the beautiful bas-relief and façade, originally designed in the 1940s, to 
be seen from the street.

The redesigned spaces allow for additional flexibility to cater to specific 
community needs. Children ages birth to five will be able to utilize an expanded 
early learning play space and school age children will have access to a new ‘Maker 
Lab.’ High school students will have access to the latest design technology and a 
new Teen Librarian in the enclosed YOUmedia teen digital learning space.

The project achieved 32% MBE/WBE participation and employed a number of 
minority journeyworkers, apprentices, laborers and female apprentices.
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As the public developer who was responsible for the 
planning, design and construction of Engine Company 
115, the Public Building Commission of Chicago took 
great pride in constructing this modernly designed space 
that embodies the ‘spirit of service’ of each man and 
woman who serves as a firefighter or first responder.

Everything from the four-bay apparatus room with hose 
drying tower and OEMC communication monopole to 
the four station watch tower and communication hub, 
we wanted to provide these modern-day heroes with the 
necessary facility to fulfill their mission.

CHICAGO 
FIRE 
DEPARTMENT
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ADDRESS: 1024 W. 119TH STREET WARD 34
DESIGN-BUILDER: UJAMAA/TRICE JOINT VENTURE 

ENGINE COMPANY 115
 The new state of the art fire house designated as Engine Company 115 is the 
largest firehouse ever constructed in the city proper at 27,000 square feet. Engine 
Company 115 houses two Engines, a Tower Ladder, two Advanced Life Support 
Ambulances, an OEMC communications monopole, housing sleeping quarters for 
20, locker rooms, a workout facility, full-service kitchen with pantry and dining 
area, day room, laundry, and wellness room. A training space, conference room, 
and open office space will be shared by the EC 115 team and the CFD District Office

The firehouse has many unique systems designed to enhance safety as well as 
improve operational efficiency including;

• Exhaust removal for each apparatus on the floor. 
• Door position sensors to operate internal signals to let drivers know when safe to  
 enter or exit to prevent door involved accidents and not allow a door to close while  
 a vehicle is on the threshold. 
• Strobe lights will actuate outside the firehose to warn traffic on 119th as   
 apparatus leave the firehouse on emergency runs and thereby improve response  
 times.
• Motion sensors to turn off lights in areas not occupied.
• Use of windows placement to allow natural lighting with issues of direct sunlight. 
• Two retention ponds to control water runoff and control loading of the city sewer  
 system. 
• ADA Compliant Privacy Room acoustically isolated from the rest of the house. 
• A self-contained back-up power generation.

This new firehouse is strategically located to allow for rapid response to both 
I-94 and I-57 interstate highways as needed, while serving its primary function of 
providing enhanced coverage of the far South Side
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RECLAMATION
The Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater 
Chicago (MWRD) is an award-winning, special-purpose 
district responsible for treating wastewater and providing 
stormwater management for residents and businesses in 
its service area.

 The Public Building Commission of Chicago is proud to 
partner with the protectors of our water source as we 
implement facility improvements that enables them to 
continue managing water as a vital resource for the area.
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METROPOLITAN 
WATER RECLAMATION 
DISTRICT OF CHICAGO 
MULTIPLE LOCATIONS
The PBC implemented the second phase of planning, designing and constructing 
a large-scale energy retrofit program for MWRD at various locations. The scope 
of work varied at each location and included but no limited to interior lighting 
upgrades, control upgrades and control end device repair.
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The PBC integrates many sustainable strategies into each project that we develop. 

These strategies help to reduce the amount of energy used, they conserve our water, 

they connect with transportation alternatives, they provide great outdoor and public 

spaces and they utilize regional and recycled materials.

Due in large part to the PBC’s commitment to green buildings, the City of Chicago 

is a national leader in LEED-certified municipal buildings with 90 of which were 

developed by the PBC. The volume of public buildings certified under LEED 

standards is a strong indication of the commitment to sustainable design embraced 

by the City of Chicago.

Two PBC projects achieved LEED 
Certification in 2020:

Sustainable  
Development

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Prussing Elementary - LEED Silver

Daley College’s Manufacturing 
Technology & Engineering Center - 
LEED Gold

Minority and Women 
Business Enterprises  

45  public schools

18  branch libraries

6  fire houses

4  police stations

8  other municipal buildings, 
including the Daley Center

city college

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

At the close of 2020, the PBC achieved LEED 
certification on the following facilities:
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Active Projects

ACTIVE PROJECTS

JOHN HANCOCK COLLEGE PREPARATORY HIGH SCHOOL
MCCUTCHEON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ANNEX & RENOVATIONS
BELMONT CRAGIN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
WENDELL PHILLIPS ACADEMY HIGH SCHOOL ANNEX
SAUGANASH ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ANNEX

JOINT PUBLIC SAFETY TRAINING CAMPUS – PHASE 1A
JOINT PUBLIC SAFETY TRAINING CAMPUS PHASE 2 OUTDOOR 
SCENARIO TRAINING
SALT DOME REPLACEMENT FACILITY (GRAND AVE)
MORGAN SHOAL PROJECT
VARIOUS CHICAGO DEPARTMENT OF ASSETS, INFORMATION, AND 
SERVICES PROJECTS
VARIOUS CHICAGO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS

RUDY LOZANO BRANCH LIBRARY (FEASIBILITY STUDY)

ACTIVE PROJECTS

Chicago Fire Department

Chicago Public Library

Chicago Public Schools

City of Chicago

The PBC is looking forward to new and exciting 
capital improvement projects. All the project that we 
undertake or complete in 2021 will represent examples 
of PBC’s commitment to provide great public buildings 
and public spaces that foster sustainability within all 
of Chicago’s communities.

CHICAGO PUBLIC SCHOOLS

CITY OF CHICAGO 

CHICAGO PUBLIC LIBRARY
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THE PUBLIC BUILDING COMMISSION
RICHARD J. DALEY CENTER
50 WEST WASHINGTON STREET
ROOM 200
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60602
PBCCHICAGO.COM


