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New concrete on the east half of Michigan Avenue was poured in mid-September 
and will serve as the roadway for vehicle traffic when motorists are shifted to that 
portion of the street in mid-November so the west portion can be rebuilt.  Concrete planters filled with beautiful flowers will be constructed in the median of 

Michigan Avenue between Monroe and Congress during the next four months, 
with the roadwork completed by the start of summer.

One of the main goals of the Grant Park South underground 
parking garage reconstruction project is to have all the Michigan 
Avenue roadwork completed by the beginning of summer.

In fact, Mayor Richard M. Daley accelerated the construction 
schedule by five months to meet that deadline; originally, the 
roadwork was to continue until Thanksgiving.

As part of the project, planters filled with flowers will be installed 
in the middle of the street between Adams and Van Buren, 
which doubles as the roof of the Grant Park South garage.

These new concrete planters will match the ones already in 
place on Michigan Avenue between Randolph and Monroe.

However, that would leave only two blocks between Randolph 
to Congress without these planters   between Monroe and 
Adams and from Van Buren to Congress.

The original plan was for those remaining planters to be 
constructed after the current garage-related roadwork was 
finished, but that would have meant another round of Michigan 
Avenue lane reductions.  

So the plan has been changed to install the last two planters 
now while the current roadwork is underway, according to 
Public Building Commission executive director Eileen Carey.

"Everyone has been wonderfully patient with the 11 months of 
street construction needed to rebuild the underground garage, 
but everybody also is very eager to see the work completed and 
Michigan Avenue completely reopened," Carey explained.

"No one wants to see additional lane closures for a separate 
project, so the best solution is to get both done at the same time 
and have everything finished by June 24," she added.

For vehicle traffic, the only significant impact of this modified 
schedule is that the garage-related lane reductions between 
Adams and Van Buren will be extended one more block in each 
direction, starting the first week in March.

EXTENDING WORK ZONE 
NOW WILL AVOID LATER 
CONSTRUCTION



Thus, Michigan Avenue traffic will be two lanes in each direction 
from Monroe to Congress until all the roadwork is completed in 
June.

To minimize the effect of this new work:

the extended lane reductions only will be in effect on days 
when work on the median planters actually is underway and only 
during work hours.

no added traffic restrictions are anticipated; vehicles heading 
north or south on Michigan Avenue will still be allowed to turn onto 
Adams or Van Buren the same as now.

Grant Park South Garage is a 40-year-old parking facility that 
extends under Michigan Avenue and Jackson Drive. It was in such 
dire need of repair that braces had become necessary to shore up 
portions of the roof under those streets.

While the roadwork is scheduled for completion in late June, 
underground work will continue through the summer and early fall, 
when the garage will reopen with its 1,300 parking spaces.

All of the local stores and other businesses remain open during 
construction.

Up-to-date construction information is always available on the 
PBC's web site at www.pbcchicago.com or by calling the agency at 
(312) 744-3090.

Medians
Continued from front page

Even as work continues on the Grant Park South Garage, the City of 
Chicago has completed the new Millennium Park underground 
parking garage.

All 2,181 spaces in the garage now are available to motorists at the 
introductory rate of $10 for 12 hours of parking.

Constructed by the Public Building Commission and managed by the 
Chicago Department of Revenue, the new Millennium Park Garage is 
located west of the East Monroe Garage, with its main entrance on 
Columbus Drive between Monroe and Randolph streets.

MILLENNIUM GARAGE 
COMPLETED

Important Dates
Construction on west half of Michigan Avenue from November 
through April.

Jackson blocked off on both sides of Michigan Avenue through 
June.

All road construction completed by June 24.

Grant Park South Garage reopens this September.

Art Institute of Chicago 

Midwest Bank & Trust Company

The Savvy Traveller

Best Travel & Tours Inc.

Chicago Department of Housing

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Dr. Silvia Pelini, Optometrist

Utrecht Art & Drafting Supplies

Poster Plus

The Symphony Store

Executive Essentials

Fabrile Gallery

Sherry Brener Ltd.

The Corner Bakery

Supercuts

Chicago Architecture Foundation Shop & Tours
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Open for Business
The stores and offices in the Michigan 
Avenue construction zone are open as   

usual during the roadwork, including      
these fine ground-level businesses:

citibank

The Monroe Building

Arts & Artisans, Ltd.

The School of the Art Institute

cosi

American Express Travel Agency

National-Louis University

Bennigan’s

Fannie May Candies

Oriental Jewelry & Gifts

Antiques on Michigan

Boulevard Treats

rain dog BOOKS & CAFÉ

Fine Arts Building

Roosevelt University
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