
Removing the pavement of Michigan Avenue revealed quite drama-
tically how the street ran atop the Grant Park South underground gar-
age, which is undergoing much-needed repairs. This missing section of 
street will be replaced by November to carry traffic while the other side of 
the roadway is rebuilt.
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Roadwork on Michigan Avenue is scheduled to be completed five 
months earlier than originally planned, thanks to an accelerated 
construction schedule for the reconstruction of Grant Park South under-
ground parking garage.

Current plans call for the roadwork to be finished by late June, 
restoring Michigan Avenue to its full capacity in time for Chicago’s 
summer season, according to Eileen Carey, executive director of the 
Public Building Commission (PBC).  The original schedule would have 
seen roadwork continuing until Thanksgiving 2002.

Accelerating the roadwork was a decision based on many factors, 
including the desire by city officials to minimize the inconvenience for 
local businesses, their customers and nearby residents.

“Traffic has been moving better than we expected and the local 
merchants and residents have been wonderfully patient, but I know 
they’d like to see us finished as soon as possible,” Carey explained.

Also, an early end to the Michigan Avenue roadwork will ease   
traffic congestion during the final stages of the Wacker Drive recon-
struction and other concurrent roadwork. 

And CTA riders will be happy to have their Jackson and Van Buren 
stops restored five months early when the construction zone is removed.

Another reason to accelerate construction is to restore the street in 
time for Taste of Chicago—when several million people converge on the 
lakefront—and the rest of the summer festival and tourism season.

For these reasons, the acceleration plan has been warmly 
endorsed by the Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce, the Mayor’s Office 
of Special Events, the Chicago Park District, the Chicago Department of 
Transportation and the CTA.

The faster pace will add about $1.5 million to the garage’s original 
$29 million construction cost, the money taken from the contingency fund 
in the project’s overall $35 million budget.

Rebuilding portions of Michigan Avenue between Adams and Van 
Buren—and part of Jackson Drive from Michigan Avenue to 
Columbus—is necessary because they literally run atop the roof of the 
dilapidated parking garage.
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New concrete on the east half of Michigan Avenue was poured in mid-September 
and will serve as the roadway for vehicle traffic when motorists are shifted to that 
portion of the street in mid-November so the west portion can be rebuilt. 

Since early in this project, all ground 
vibrations created by the construction work 
have been carefully monitored and recorded.

Vibration monitors have been set up 
inside Michigan Avenue buildings adjoining the 
work site and the construction techniques in 
use are designed to prevent damaging levels 
of vibrations.

“We are confident that any vibrations 
from our work are below the level that could 
cause even the slightest damage to nearby 
buildings,” said PBC construction director 
Kevin Gujral. “This will remain true when we 
shift to the west side of the street and the 
vibrations increase in strength.”

While they will be stronger on the west side 
of Michigan Avenue starting in November be-
cause the work has moved closer, the vibrations  
will be closely monitored to ensure they remain 
below the point where even small damage is 
possible. 

Based on the measurements taken during 
the first phase of the project, regular vehicle 
traffic on Michigan Avenue was generating 
stronger vibrations than the roadwork itself.

Nevertheless, it is human nature to respond 
to vibrations—even those below the damage 
threshold—and the PBC immediately will 
respond to any concerns reported by local 
merchants and residents.  
 

Construction on west half 
of Michigan Avenue from 
November through April 

Jackson blocked off on 
both sides of Michigan 
through June 

All road construction 
completed by June 24

Grant Park South Garage 
reopens next September
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Poster Plus
The Symphony Store
Executive Essentials
Fabrile Gallery
Sherry Brener Ltd.
To Life
The Corner Bakery
Supercuts
Chicago Architecture Foundation Shop & Tours

Art Institute of Chicago 
Midwest Bank & Trust Company
The Savvy Traveller
Best Travel & Tours Inc.
Chicago Department of Housing
Chicago Symphony Orchestra
Dr. Silvia Pelini, Optometrist
Utrecht Art & Drafting Supplies

Vibration Monitoring
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Open for Business
The stores and offices in the Michigan Avenue construction zone are open as 
usual during the roadwork, including these fine ground-level businesses:
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